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About the film & filmmaker: 
 
On TV, we have Bill Gates, Michelle Rhee, Arne Duncan and “Waiting 
for ‘Superman’” talking about failing schools, low standards, and 
China, but rarely do they ever talk about students. 
Who is going to tell the story of public education? Is it going to be the 
corporate-education reformers who haven’t spent a day teaching, or is 
it going to be the students, teachers and parents who live the realities 
of these policies every day in the classroom? 

To address this I took the spring semester of my freshman year of 
college off to make a documentary that shows the human side of the 
debate, which, with the emphasis on test scores, is ignored.	   

LISTEN grew out of 
my own personal 
frustrations when I 
was in high school. I 
was always passionate 
about learning so I 
signed up for many 
Advanced Placement 
classes expecting 
them to be challenging 
college-level courses 
that would expand my 
critical thinking and 
creativity. But what I got instead were classes that consisted of rote 
memorization and constant test preparation. It angered me and 
eventually I just stopped studying and my grades dropped. How come 
us students were never asked what we wanted from our own 
education? 

AP French was where I lost it. Two years ago, the College Board was in 
the process of changing its AP French exam. One day instead of her 
usual lesson my teacher gave us a pilot exam the College Board 
wanted to test. I didn’t do it. Instead I wrote an letter in the margin of 
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the answer sheet expressing my frustration with the way the College 
Board have interfered with my education. The next day at school I got 
called down to the counselor’s office. I was freaking out, and was 
freaking out even more when I walked in to see my French teacher 
sitting in the room as well. I was going to get in so much trouble. 
Thankfully, this was not the case. 

I had my French teacher for three years of high school. She knew me 
really well and knew that I’d done well in her previous classes. She 
said she’d been concerned about me all year after my grades suddenly 
dropped. I told her I felt defeated and how I felt like school was holding 
me back from reaching my true potential. And then she shared her 
own frustrations with testing. Of course! How could I be so arrogant to 
think that I was the only one who suffered from testing? She told me 
how she didn’t like teaching the test, either. She told me she’d rather 
us watch French films or travel to a French bakery. And then my 
French teacher said something I won’t forget for a long time: “Maybe if 
the students themselves spoke out against it, it could all change.” So 
that’s what I tried to do. 

- Ankur Singh – Director of LISTEN 
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How can the film help your organization: 
 
 
Offers a human face: 
 
Education is a complex issue with talk of charter schools, unions, standards, 
testing, funding, vouchers, curriculum, etc. it’s easy to forget that amongst all 
the bureaucracy and politics that everyday real people are being affected. 
LISTEN aims to show the human side of the education reform debate by 
highlighting the personal stories of how standardized testing has negatively 
impacted students, parents, and teachers. 
 
Brings people together: 
 
Film screenings are an easy way to bring people together for a common purpose. 
Recruit new members to your organization, spurs discussion and helps discover 
new ideas. 
 
Fundraising*: 
 
Bringing people together for a film screening could be a good way to solicit 
donations from people for your organization.  
 
*The team behind LISTEN kindly request that all screenings of the film be free 

for attendees. 
 
Raise awareness:  
 
Documentaries are a great 
way to spread a message to a 
population that requires 
almost no effort on the part of 
the viewer. 
 
Inspire people to act: 
 
After watching LISTEN we 

hope you and the people around 
you will feel inspired to take action on education and will look for ways to plug in 
to an existing campaign in your community or maybe even start your own! 
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How to organize a screening: 
  
 
Before the event: 
 

1. Establish your objectives. 
 
What do you want to happen as a result of the screening?  
Who is your target audience? Do you need to bring in panelists or a 
speaker? 

 
2. Finalize a time/date/location. 

 
You can organize a screening for a small group of friends in your home, a 
class, a small community gathering at the local library or hundreds of 
people in a theater it’s really all up to you and the resources you have. 
Make sure you book the room for at least the length of the film (106 
minutes) and more if you want a discussion after. 
 

3. Request a DVD. 
 
Fill out the form on our website at  
http://listenthefilm.net/host-a-screening/ 
and we’ll contact you via email shortly and mail you a DVD free of charge! 
Along with the DVD you’ll get an email list to collect the contact info of the 
audience members and an audience feedback form. 
 

4. Publicize it! – Social Media, Flyers, Press Releases 
 
Spread word of the film on social media and post flyers around town to 
promote the screening. Also send out press releases before the event to 
local media. There are template memes, flyers and press releases on our 
website. 

 
 
During the event: 
 

5. Execute the event – and enjoy the film! 
 
Take photos and email them to us! Pass out an email list to gather contact 
information for possible organizing use in the future and audience 
evaluation forms for individuals to express their opinions about what they 
just saw and how they felt about it.  
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6. Have a conversation.  
 
Discussion questions are a great way to get your audience engaged and 
vocal about how they perceived the film, and are best carried out soon 
after the film so the 
content is fresh in the 
minds of the audience. 
 

• What did you 
like about the 
film? What 
didn’t you 
like? What did 
you learn from 
it? 

 
• In the film 

Asher Samples 
says, “Why do they tell me to think outside of the box when they 
barely ever let me out of it?” What is he saying about the education 
system and how does it apply to standardized testing? 

 
• When is an instance did the education system not work for you?  

 
• What parts of the film did you relate to and why? 

 
• What can teachers, parents and students do in your community to 

ensure that the student voice is heard and acted upon? 
 
 
After the event: 
 

7. Mail us back the audience evaluation forms and email lists.  
 
Both of these are incredibly helpful to the work we do (along with yours!) 
in gauging what people are taking away from the film and ways we can 
stay in touch with them via newsletter.  
 

8. Take action!  
 

Let the message of the film compel you and begin organizing for the rights 
of the students in your community! 

 



www.listenthefilm.net 8 

Contact Us: 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Director & Producer: 
 

Ankur Singh 
(309) 838-4265 

listenthefilm@gmail.com 
listenthefilm.net 

 
 
 
 

Additional Content by: 
 

Kelsey Wingo 
(417)-343-0508 

kels.wingo@gmail.com 
 
 


